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Proudly Supporting
Education Through
Local Scholarships
Marine Credit Union's support of education shows in
our approach to serving people's financial needs every
day. We work one-on-one with our members to provide
guidance and to meet and exceed their needs.
Each year we look forward to providing scholarships to
local students who will pursue their educational goals by
attending the college or university of their choice.
Congratulations to the following seven students who each
received a $1,000 scholarship from Marine Credit Union:
GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP
Anna Budelman, Fond du Lac, WI
Tess Cederholm, Fond du Lac, WI
Makinsey Schmidt, Holmen, WI
Paige Preissner, Neenah, WI
Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh, WI
RANGER CREDIT UNION SCHOLARSHIP
Nicolas Quarberg, La Crosse, WI
E M P LOY E E S C H O L A R S H I P
Maisie Tolzmann, Onalaska, WI

TO ENHANCE

YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE

Our 2¢
What’s “poor” credit, and what does it look like? Poor credit,
according to the banking industry, is someone with a credit score lower
than 620. A person with poor credit has found themselves in a hole—
sometimes by their poor choices, sometimes by life circumstances,
sometimes by no fault of their own. The downsides are all too many—
can’t get a home, can’t get a car, even employers may think twice
about you after reviewing your credit.
Making decisions based on a range of “acceptable” credit scores is an
incredibly easy, productive and impersonal way to lend money: just plug a
number into a computer, let it run a formula, and wait for it to spit out
“yes” or “no.” Who’s next in line?
Our employees treat every person that walks through our doors with the
same level of attention and service, no matter their credit score. We
believe that’s the right thing to do when someone’s life might depend on
it. We don’t run computer formulas when we work with our members; we
develop relationships with them. Our “formula” is getting to know a
person’s character and their ability to repay. Those factors are much more
important to us than a number.
Within the past 12 months, Marine Credit Union has granted more than
6,000 loans to people with “poor” or no credit history—that’s 35% of
all loans granted. We don’t call them credit risks; we don’t call them
fair or poor; we call them the “underserved.” We believe in using our
success to do good in our world. We do that by fulfilling a need few
others can provide: responsible support from a financial institution that
cares about its members—and their financial futures. We envision a
world where more people are financially capable and in control of their
lives. At Marine Credit Union, we have the capability—and the
responsibility—to make that impact.
Shawn Hanson, CEO

Where you’re more
than a credit score.

800.923.7280
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Looking Beyond the Numbers
Within the last 12 months, Marine Credit Union has granted more than 6,000 loans to members of
our communities. Instead of turning members away due to less than perfect credit scores, we take
the time to learn the unique circumstances surrounding each member’s financial situation. We are
able to grant more loans to deserving families and individuals by considering additional factors into
our decision making process. Individuals like Frank Marchese.
When Frank clicked the “Apply Now” button on the Marine Credit Union website, he expected to
be denied as he had been by several banks before. He desperately needed to pay off his
insurmountable medical bills so that he could get back on track and move forward, but just could
not find that help. That's where Marine Credit Union came in.
“Marine called me. I came into the branch on 35th Street. I told them I knew I was a long shot.” But
something very different than what he was used to happened. “The employees in the branch took the
time to listen to why I had the challenges that I did. Then they told me they would do whatever they
could to help me. They fought for me—and Cheryl approved my loan.” As someone who had been
pushed through the revolving doors of the big banks, Frank was treated with respect.
“What a relief it is—a breath of fresh air—to know that there are people and places out there like
Marine Credit Union that still exist. At no time did I feel judged or unimportant because I didn’t
have the most money or best credit score. Marine went above and beyond for me.”
- Frank Marchese, assisted by Cheryl Rogers, MCU Milwaukee 35th Street

MCU FOUNDATION

Enhancing Lives in the Communities We Call Home
Marine Credit Union believes a community thrives when all
members experience opportunities for growth and stability. The
Marine Credit Union Foundation follows these same principles.
This non-profit entity is dedicated to making charitable
contributions and increasing
financial literacy in the
communities we call home.

Thank you to all
members who

have generously
donated to the

In 2016, Marine Credit
Union is on track to raise over
$300,000 to benefit organizations
in the communities we serve.

Your gift to Special Olympics of
Wisconsin gives individuals with
intellectual disabilities the tools
they need to increase their selfconfidence, improve their health
and work in solidarity with others.
You are not only giving the gift of sport, you are making the athletes'
dreams into realities of becoming confident and independent
individuals on the job, in the classroom and within the community.

Marine Credit

Union Foundation!

Thank you for choosing to support the arts and humanities of
the La Crosse area year after year! Gifts from businesses as
generous as Marine Credit Union allow UFAH’s member
organizations to keep their ticket prices low and continue their
pursuit of excellence in programming for the enjoyment of
everyone in our community!

- Nicci Sprangers, Regional Director of Development, Special Olympics Wisconsin
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- Mindy Stetzer, UFAH Executive Director
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